October 2023

Wildlife report
By now mots people will have seen what Hertfordshire Highways hve done to the veteran Oak tree in High Elms Lane. Highways are arguing that the tree belongs to them and that they are doing their duty in the cause of Health and Safety by reducing the tree to the pathetic state that it now is in. We thought that the tree belonged to us as it is in the fence line, but highways are claiming that the verge at that point belongs to them and is an incredible 4.8 metres wide. We are looking further into the ownership question and thinking that it belonged to us had it regularly inspected by our tree expert  as well as Andrew who looks at all our roadside trees on an annual basis. The last inspection by our professional was in 2020and at that stage he did not consider it to be a danger. Andrew in his annual inspection did not consider it to be a danger either.
Farming report
We now have enough space at Camgrain, the local cooperative grainstore, to store all our harvest and it was a great relief to see the last load of grain go off. Spring sown corn, under the present conditions of climate change are becoming more of a challenge to grow. This is due to the tendency that we now have for a hot dry period just when the Spring oats, for example, need the rain to grow and set their seed. The very hot June did quite a lot of damage to yield of Wheat in particular, but to our surprise, the Spring sown Oats have done pretty well. Quality was good and hopefully they will attract a premium for human consumption. Remember that when you next have your breakfast porridge. We still have a rather poor bit of linseed to harvest on the 50 acre field behind the Bell public house, It has grown in patches and is ripening at different times. In other crops that would be a concern as ripe grain would be lost falling out on the ground , while the unripe is still not fit to harvest. Linseed has the ability to hang on in the ear and in some cases farmers have been known to harvest it as late as November. The present hot weather is bringing our crop forward and I am sure that we won’t have to wait  that long. The seed of linseed is very slippery and it can be dangerous when in store as if it is in a tall bin, and someone steps on top of it to level off the bin, you may sink to the bottom of the bin and drown.
Our thoughts now turn to the coming year and the preparation of the land for the 2024 cropping season. We will be growing Oil Seed Rape (OSR) again this year and we started by applying a heavy dressing of farmyard manure(FYM) to the fields where it will grow. A major pest of OSR is the flea beetle and previously the control was to use an insecticide dressing on the seed. This has proved very harmful to bees in particular and it is now banned. Last year we experimented with quite a lot of success with applying FYM before sowing the seed, the idea being that the smell of the FYM would disguise the smell of the emerging OSR thereby allowing it to grow. In addition, we sow other seeds with the OSR to further confuse the beetle and it does seem to work. The companion seeds that we sow with the OSR are susceptible to frost, so will be killed off before the OSR starts to grow again in the Spring.
. 
Garden report
The kitchen garden has kept us well supplied with a great variety of Vegetables. Sweet corn has been a star and a great favourite  with the Family. Outdoor tomatoes are doing very well and we are overrun with a glut of cucumbers. Sarah has been pickling them and they are delicious. Keep an eye out for some when she brings them to coffee for sale. My major disaster is that something has been eating my lettuces. I have put down slug pellets and also set a mouse trap. The bait keeps going from the mouse trap, but I cannot catch the blighter. Before I went to Cornwall for a family wedding, I set a dozen lovely plants and when I got back, there was no sign of them, they had been eaten clean off to the ground!
Harry Bott
