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Share the celebration

100 years of support for village halls - for speeches and 
photographs:

https://100ruralyears.uk/alumni/vh-centenary/

Enter your hall in the ACRE Domesday Book:

https://coda.io/@acre/village-halls-doomsday-book-2021

https://100ruralyears.uk/alumni/vh-centenary/
https://coda.io/@acre/village-halls-doomsday-book-2021


Centre for Regional Economic & Social Research 
Sheffield Hallam University 

Dr. Tom Archer

∗ Total of 1017 valid responses
∗ The similarities between the two 

samples in 2020 and 2021 helps with 
the assessment of the impact

∗ 15% of halls have played a formal role 
in response to the pandemic e.g. 
emergency food provision and hosting 
NHS services

∗ Halls have demonstrated that they can 
be key infrastructure, but often 
undervalued so there is a need to stand 
up and say we are here, this is how we 
can support a national crisis.

∗ Indicated that 1.4% of halls might close

∗ Some have seen finances worsen but 
some have seen an improvement.  Larger 
halls have suffered most.

∗ COVID-19 grants have been key to the 
finances and survival of some halls.

∗ Concerns about users returning and the 
long-term implications of them not 
returning.

∗ Flexible grant support and continued rate 
reliefs considered important

∗ A significant number of planned 
improvements not able to go ahead.



What is needed?

What is needed?

∗ Diversification of services and capital investment, which has 
taken place in some halls but non returning hirers are a 
particular concern especially amongst the elderly and vulnerable.

∗ Increased community involvement, help with management and 
restarting activities

∗ Financial support to maintain and improve buildings and 
therefore support long term sustainability.



Thank you

Deborah Clarke
Village Halls & Rural Evidence Manager
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