
HERTS COMMUNITY ENERGY NETWORK 

Community Energy Network Meeting 08/02/17

Sandringham Room, Mclaurin Building, de Havilland Campus

University of Hertfordshire 10.30 am – 12.30 pm

Notes

Present:

David Thorogood 
Georgia Wrighton 
Ray Bomber 
Jeff Lewis 
Chris Mullen 
Tim Hayward-Smith 

Apologies: Candice Luper, John Ingleby, John Webb

Introductions:
The group welcomed Georgia who has taken up the role at UH previously held by Dr
Alina Congreve.

Discussion:

1)  East Herts Council (EHC) has put in a bid to the  DEFRA/DfT  air quality grant fund for a 
number of EV charging points and an E-Car scheme, but the pot is quite small, and Govt. 
may favour the big cities as the current focus is on creating ultra low emission zones in a 
number of major cities.

2)  The EHC Task and Finish Group on Sustainable Transport has met on a number of 
occasions and considered evidence from a range of expert “ witnesses” including  
Cambridge City Council, where the  council has introduced a variety of sustainable transport 
initiatives.

3) Some Housing Associations are getting interested in Passivhaus standards but David is 
pessimistic that this will not be replicated widely due to the  additional costs of passivhaus 
and the cessation of the Code for Sustainable Home standards . 

4) There is a website Building Futures, run by HCC  which offers advice on sustainable 
building projects.
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5) Herts Energy Network - Terry McGivern who presented to the Network last year is 
seeking EU funding on behalf of the county to set up the Herts Energy Network which will be
part of the Eastern New Energy project. The Bid is to the Herts LEP (Local Enterprise 
Partnership which manages european funding and there is a regional Bid as well involving 
New Anglia LEP and GCGP LEP.

The idea is to work with larger commercial organisations, but also SMEs and small-scale 
community schemes, to encourage low carbon and energy saving practices as well as 
recycling etc. There will be support and training available.  A Herts Energy Network could 
generate and manage its own energy producing revenues for the county rather than for out 
of county providers.  It is worth looking at what is happening in Cornwall, another of Terry's 
projects.

6) Revitalising the Community Energy Network

Tim had previously circulated some Terms of Reference for the Network which include the 
setting up of a Steering Group.  The purpose of this is to provide focus for future meetings 
and other activity and to make the most of the Network's potential.

It was agreed that Tim as co-ordinator should contact the membership and seek opinion on  
priorities and activities.  With the possible emergence of a countywide energy consortium  
through Herts Energy Network it will be important for the Network to align itself with such 
opportunities for partnership working.  Jeff offered to send Tim a questionnaire which might
be helpful.

The results of an Air Quality conference, which Herts Sustainability Forum is planning, in 
conjunction with the Public Health Board, will also feed into future actions.

7) The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 2 May in the Law Meeting Room in the Law 
Court Building starting at 10.30 to 12.30
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