
HERTS COMMUNITY ENERGY NETWORK 

Community Energy Network Meeting 02/05/17

Law Court Building, de Havilland Campus

University of Hertfordshire 10.30 am – 12.30 pm

Notes

Present:

David Thorogood 
Georgia Wrighton 
Ray Bomber 
Candice Luper
John Ingleby
Terry McGivern
Jill Goldsmith
Tim Hayward-Smith 

1. Apologies: John Webb

2. Eastern New Energy:

Tim welcomed Terry McGivern Director Community Works who has managed to spare the 
time to update the Network about the Eastern New Energy Bid he has been co-ordinating.

Terry described briefly his company and its ethos which is to support regeneration and help 
communities to recapture control of their local economy.  He has worked with partners in 
Herts eg Transition groups and GUCE and he has recently helped set up Cornwall New 
Energy and is working towards the same outcome in the Sheffield area, all supported by 
ERDF funds which are great for kickstarting local activity.

Terry became interested in the potential in Hertfordshire and the Eastern region and an 
outline application for Eastern New Energy submitted last year was approved in January 
2017.  The full application has to be submitted by 12 May. 

With an emphasis on ‘local’ the Project will aim to decentralise energy production and 
distribution and devolve the energy system giving control to local communities with les 
reliance on the national grid. For example Cornwall loses 98% of its energy economy.

This will be achieved in 3 ways:
More local ownership and energy generation.
More energy efficiency, reducing energy consumption and saving money.
Building a local supply chain and energy storage.

If successful the ERDF fund will provide 50% of the total Project costs which will be match 
funded locally by the other 50% typically by input of staff time. It will be a 3 year Project with 
Herts receiving 35% of the pot with Cambs as the lead LEP. Project start will probably be 
January 2018. There will be delivery partners eg UH, CDA Herts, EHC and Strategic 
partners eg BRE, Cambridge City, Norfolk and Suffolk counties and Welhat Council.
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Delivery is about assisting SMEs (which includes charities, CICs and Bencoms and anything
under 250 employees) to reduce energy use and carbon emissions and look at local 
community energy suppliers. 

The aims are:

To support 400 SMEs across the region (of which Herts would support 120) to help them 
generate renewable energy, reduce carbon emissions and energy use and drive LCEGS 
(low carbon environmental goods and services) innovation.

To grow demand for locally generated energy products and services and other low carbon 
goods and services.

Help organisations to reduce their energy usage and carbon footprint.

Assist local energy generation and storage.

Support development of environmental technologies and their use across sectors.

Launch and develop new businesses/social enterprises.

Help SMEs train and develop their workforce.

Terry envisages a Delivery and Marketing Plan agreed by February 2018 and an SLA signed
with the lead partner.

There are a number of informative weblinks which Terry will provide for circulation.

3. Any Other Business:

3.1 The French Film Tomorrow, which offers constructive solutions to mankind’s 
environmental problems, was recommended for viewing. Here is a link to a trailer on 
Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUN0QxRB7e0 

3.2 June 15th is National Clean Air Day.
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