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 Historical architectural gems of Hertfordshire 

Lecture, 21 February 2018 

Dr Lee Prosser, Curator of Historic Buildings, at the Historic Royal Places, 

turns in another direction and gives us an overview of the best of our own 

Hertfordshire architecture from previous centuries. He is a particularly good 

lecturer, so good that Ware Society ask him back year after year, though not 

necessarily to tackle topics of any local relevance (as we prefer). Now that he is 

looking at the county where he once worked, we are in for a treat. 

 Walking the Lea Valley Path 

Lecture, 21 March 2018 

Our speaker, Elizabeth Hamilton, comes from the Hertfordshire branch of 

CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England). Last year we enjoyed a talk given 

by her colleague Kevin Fitzgerald, who concluded by reminding us of the 

importance of getting out into our ever-receding countryside. This year, besides 

touching occasionally on development issues, Elizabeth Hamilton takes us on a 

virtual walk with lots of beautiful slides to show us that lovely parts of the 

Hertfordshire countryside still endure, sometimes even quite close to towns. 

You might even be inspired to try some of this local trail yourself. 

 The future of local papers/media 

AGM, then short talk and discussion by expert panel, 25 April 2018 

Paul Winspear, the editor of the Bishop’s Stortford Independent, will briefly 

give his views about the likely roles of old and new media in the future for 

towns like Hertford; this will be followed by a discussion with an expert panel, 

plus plenty of opportunities for the audience to take part. Come and join the 

debate.  

 Visit to Sudbury in Suffolk 

6 June 2018 

Sudbury is a wonderfully historic place. Even if you have been there before, 

you will be doing new things, only feasible in a group. We will get an 

introduction to the town by a local historian from the Sudbury Society, and we 

will also have a fascinating tour of a historic local brickyard where bricks are 



still being made by hand in the traditional way. They tell a great story about 

their survival into modern times and how they have developed an important 

niche through, for instance, providing the elaborately moulded bricks used in 

the recent renovation of Rye House. No one leaves the brickyard unmoved – 

and some people even contemplate how they might make use the beautifully 

varying bricks themselves. There will also be some time to do your own thing, 

whether visiting the equally historic silk mills or going to the museum and 

gallery at Gainsborough’s House, the timber-framed building where the artist 

was born and grew up. Or there are two of England’s thousand best parish 

churches to visit, as identified by Simon Jenkins. 

The cost is the same as for last year, at £25. And we will of course travel in 

great comfort. You can book your place by contacting Malcolm Ramsay (01992 

500002 malcolm.ramsay789@btinternet.com) Alternatively, it will be possible, 

after Easter, to secure a place by contacting Peter and Susan Brown. They have 

kindly agreed to go on taking bookings even though they are not expecting still 

to be trading from their current shop. They will however continue to live at 40 

St Andrew St, and can be phoned (01992 589880) or visited or emailed: 

studio@peterandsusanbrown.co.uk 

As ever, we leave Hertford in our coach from alongside Hertford East or Tesco 

at 8.45. And reckon to return by around 6.30 at the latest. 

Summer party 

Sunday 1 July 2018, from 12.30pm 

We are fortunate to have been invited by Linda and David Haysey to hold a 

summer party at Roxford near Hertingfordbury. The backdrop is a beautiful 

eighteenth-century house (complete with striking modern extension) that 

happens to be set in a lovely garden. This was the house where the composer 

Haydn stayed for some of the time when he visited and worked in England in 

the 1790s. Tickets will be available from members of the Committee or (from 

May) from Peter and Susan Brown.  

  

Blue plaques trail in central Hertford 

Wednesday 1 August 2018, starting at 7pm, Salisbury Square 

Hertford Civic Society and Hertford Town Council combined forces to set up, 

last year, some 40 blue plaques celebrating historic locations around the town. 

There is an accompanying leaflet which lists them all, available from the 
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Tourist Information Centre, now opposite Hertford Theatre. That leaflet does 

not however bring to life the how and why of these selected places. For that, 

you need your own guide. Last year, Jean Riddell and Geoffrey Rice each, on 

the same evening, led a tour: one focusing on the Fore Street area, and the other 

more on St Andrew St. The event was a popular one, so we are now re-running 

it, with the same two guides as before. Those of you who have already done one 

option might like to return for whichever you missed last time. And others may 

like to sign up for the first time.  

The arrangements for this event are necessarily different from our normal ones. 

The tour(s) will start at 7.00pm, and last for around 80 or 90 minutes. We will 

meet near the fountain in Salisbury Square. There is no fee for Civic Society 

members (non-members, if numbers permit, £4), but anyone who registers and 

does not turn up would be denying someone else a place, as the total number is 

limited to around 25 people, and no further re-run is planned. To register, please 

contact Malcolm Ramsay. 

 Recording Hertford’s oral history 

Lecture, 14 November 2018 

Peter Ruffles and his collaborators in the Oral History Group (which the Civic 

Society helped to bring into being) will delight us with tales of bygone Hertford 

as recorded by the Group and its volunteers. We will say a little more, closer to 

the time, in another Newsletter. Not that Peter in particular needs much 

introduction to anyone in Hertford.   

Times and venues  

Lectures, as ever, are on Wednesdays, and start at 8.00pm, with refreshments 

from around 7.45pm. They continue to be in the hall of the Roman Catholic 

Church in St John’s Street. Other events take place in the stated locations, on 

the days/times mentioned. 

 

 

Less waste, smaller carbon footprint, better air quality, less noise pollution. 

Given the choice who wouldn’t want this for where they live? But how could 

this be achieved? Is it actually possible?  

Are you interested in exploring what practical steps we could take towards 

making Hertford and Hertford Heath “green”?   



 If so then please come along to the Mission Room on Vicarage Causeway, 

Hertford Heath at 7.30pm on Saturday 10th February. This will be an informal 

discussion and ideas generating session where all contributions are welcome.   

 During 2018 the intention would be to collectively develop the ideas into firm 

actions that really will make a difference. 

  

A FREE FILM……….  

 

In preparation for this informal discussion there will be a further two showings 

of the film “Demain” or “Tomorrow” in Holy Trinity Church, Hertford Heath 

on Thursday 8th February at the following times:  

   

Matinee session (babies welcome) 1.45pm for a 2pm start 

  

Evening session 6.45pm for a 7pm start. 

  

Contact timhoskin@btinternet.com for further details  
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