
Transition-minded Notices for Sept-Oct 2017
Edited by John Webb of Transition Town Letchworth and Herts. WithOut Waste.

Please check the organisers’ web sites to confirm the latest information.

TRANSITION GROUPS

(only those whose online calendars are up-to-date!)

Transition Cambridge - events in September

Tuesday 5th - Thursday 7th: Zero Carbon Britain: Making it Happen!
Tuesday 5th: Agriculture and Health seminar and discussion
Tuesday 5th: Cambridge deserves better: a new vision for our region
Friday 8th - Saturday 9th: Open Cambridge
Sunday 10th: Autumnal Wild Flowers
Middle of September - Middle of March: Growing Together
Tuesday 19th: Fauna & Flora International AGM and Lecture; 

       A Cause Without End? What does 'successful' conservation look like?
Monday 25th: CSF Community Fridge Launch and AGM
Saturday 30th: The Wholesome Fair

Listing: https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refsuslet

Transition Hertford 

Thursday 21st September: AGM with film extract
Friday 6th October: Hertford Foodswap - Coinciding with the Food Festival
Friday 6th October: Hertford foodswap 
Saturday 7th October: Apple Day
Sunday 15th October: Apple Juicing Day

Details: http://www.transitionhertford.org.uk/events

Transition in Kings

Wednesday 6th September – TiK Food Group Meeting
Saturday 9th September – TiK Open Meeting on Co-housing

        What is it? Who's it for? Could it work in Kings Langley?
        With Maria Brenton from the UK Co-housing Trust.

Details: http://www.transitioninkings.org/sample-page/events/

Transition Town Letchworth

Tuesday12th September 2017: Green Drinks  
Saturday 23rd September 2017: Apple Pressing
30th September 2017: Apple Pressing at Beer and World Food Festival
Saturday 7th October:  Growers' Market in town AND apple pressing alongsid.  
Mondays, 16th October to 13th November: Cycle Maintenance course

Details: http://www.transitionletchworth.org/

Tring in Transition

Saturday 7 October: Eco-Fair

https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refzcb01
https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refagrihealth2017
https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refmayor
https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refopencb17
https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refawf2017
https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refheadwaycambsgt
https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refffi17
https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refffi17
https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refcommunityfridge1
https://www.transitioncambridge.org/thewiki/ttwiki/pmwiki.php?n=TTEvents.RelEv#refthewholesomefair2017


"Local projects and businesses are already making Tring more sustainable. 
We have some great speakers who will be explaining what's happening. 
There will also be interesting stalls and tea and coffee available. 
Entrance free, donations welcome."

LOCAL TO HERTFORDSHIRE

Consultation on a Drought Management Plan
Until Monday 2nd October. This is of particular interest if Affinity Water is your supplier, but anyone can 
respond.  
Affinity Water has published a Draft Drought Management Plan for 2018-2023
See their web page with a brochure, Non-Technical Summary, Plan, Appendices and Technical Report: 
    https://stakeholder.affinitywater.co.uk/drought-management.aspx
The final version will be adopted and published in 2018.
The main issues include drought events, increased demand from new housing and the need for renewal 
of infrastructure.
“If you have any comments, send them directly to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs via email or letter. 
Defra monitor the representations made on our plan, and will forward them on to us. …
Please send all comments to:  water.resources@defra.gsi.gov.uk”.

MASSIVE SMALL Symposium: Urban Development from the Ground Up
Friday 8th September, 10am – 8pm at the Urban Innovation Centre, 1 Sekforde Street, London, EC1R 
0BE 
Book tickets ( £15 – £50) for the morning (10am-4.30pm), the evening workshop (4.30pm- 8pm) or the 
entire day. “… for anyone interested in learning how we can harness smallness in our interventions to 
achieve deep and systemic change in the built environment.” by Massive Small Collective.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/massive-small-symposium-urban-development-from-the-ground-up-
tickets-34135816145

Orchards East - Hertfordshire Launch
Saturday 9th September, 10am - 3:30pm at Tewin Village Memorial Hall, Tewin,Hertfordshire, AL6 0JX
 "Orchards East is an exciting new project aimed at surveying and recording traditional orchards across 
the east of England. Short presentations where you can find out more about Orchards East and how to 
get involved in the project, followed by a visit to Tewin Orchard, led by Michael Clark, Volunteer Warden, 
Tewin Orchard. Please book a place by contacting Gen Broad at: gen.broad@suffolk.gov.uk”
 http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/events/2017/09/09/orchards-east-hertfordshire-launch

Without Visible Means: Tramping on (and off) the Great North Road
Saturday 9th September, 10am to 4pm: "Please join us on a research-led walk in Hertfordshire led by Dr 
Luke Seaber (UCL), Dr Peter Jones (IHR) and Esther McManus (esthermcmanus.co.uk).
What was it like to be homeless in the nineteenth-century and tramping on the Great North Road in 
search of shelter, sustenance and security? … We're meeting 10am at Stevenage railway station  in the 
ticket hall in front of the Costa café. We will stop for lunch at the Hermit of Redcoats pub at around 
12:15 (the price of lunch is not included) and the walk will end at Hitchin railway station at 16: 00 (we 
may finish earlier if progress is good)."
Tickets - fee: £3.00. All proceeds will go to Cardboard Citizens; a charity who have been making life-
changing theatre with and for homeless people for 25 years."
http://www.history.ac.uk/events/event/13909

Waste Incinerator Re-consultation
Closing date Thursday 21st September. Herts County Council is running a re-consultation on Veolia ES’s 
planning application for a facility to incinerate Hertfordshire’s residual waste for 30-40 years. This re-
consultation was necessitated by a slew of new and amended reports in response to queries by Herts. 
CC on the previous version of the proposal. Herts. CC’s e-Planning Portal: 
https://cloud1.atriumsoft.com/HCCePlanningOPS/tabPage3.jsp?aplId=25790; see ‘Further Information' 
folder for amended documents. 
Herts WithOut Waste shares information about the amended proposal: email hertswow.info@gmail.com, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
mailto:water.resources@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:hertswow.info@gmail.com


web log http://hertswow.webs.com/apps/blog/

Letchworth Beer and World Food Festival 2017
Saturday 30th September and Sunday 1st October, noon to 6.00pm on both days, at Letchworth Town 
Centre, SG6 3EA. Free to attend. 
“Over 100 stallholders ... Enjoy browsing traditional German Oktoberfest stalls and a variety of other 
stalls including clothes, jewellery and homeware. … Giant Beer Tent... entertainment throughout the 
weekend including live music, a chill out area in the Wynd and a new taste trail which will take visitors on 
a tour of Letchworth's best restaurants and pubs.” 
https://www.wherecanwego.com/item/e1007274/letchworth-beer-and-world-food-festival-2017

CPRE's Hertfordshire Planning Skills Seminar
5th October  2017. 10am to 3.15pm at Knebworth Village Hall, SG3 6PF.  
with Jed Griffiths MA DipTP FRTPI 
Charges £50 CPRE members or £75 non-members. Bookings close on Tuesday 12th September.  
For further information about the course please contact Linda Brookes: linda@cpreherts.org.uk, tel. 
01438 717587

Solar electricity for social housing

"Solarplicity, a Hertfordshire-based supplier, will partner with social housing providers to install solar 
panels on their housing stock, creating a Community Energy Scheme where tenants benefit from long-
term guaranteed discounts on their bills. Around 100,000 households will receive panels in the next 18 
months, and 800,000 in the next five years. The panels will be free to social housing tenants, reducing 
their energy bills by an average of £240 a year, saving up to £192 million in total, with 100% renewable 
electricity. The deal will also create over 1,000 new jobs to install and maintain the panels. Many of these 
jobs will go to veterans from the armed forces, as Solarplicity helps re-train them into new maintenance 
careers. …” 

http://solarplicity.com/foreign-investment-help-tenants-save-192m-year-energy-bills/; BBC's article: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-41122433

A tasty though non-scientific trial: FertileFibre peat-free compost
“Harvest results are in from Letchworth 'Grow it yourself' organic gardeners peat-free compost trial 
[drum roll please]”

Fertile Fibre plant: 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅
Competitor plant:  🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅 🍅
https://www.facebook.com/GIYOLetchworth/ & https://www.fertilefibre.com/

GENERAL OR FARTHER AFIELD

Energy: diverting materials from disposal
Tuesday 26th September, 10am for 10:30 am to 12:30pm in the Matthews Suite (ground floor), 
MacLaurin building, de Havilland Campus, University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield, AL10 9EU
A presentation by John Webb of Herts. WithOut Waste on “Why is so-called energy from waste really a 
waste of resources?: from the linear economy to a circular economy of materials.”
Co-ordinated by Tim Hayward-Smith, Community Services Manager, CDA Herts Energy Network
www.cdaherts.org.uk

The Big Green Home Show
Friday 6th to Sunday 8th October at NSBRC, Lydiard Fields, Great Western Way, Swindon SN5 8UB
Tickets are free in advance or £12 on the door.
http://www.nsbrc.co.uk/the-big-green-home-show/

George Monbiot: where do we go from here?
Monday 9th October, 7pm–8.30pm at Kings Place, London, N1 9AG
Talk on: 'Is our democracy broken? A new politics in an age of crisis '
Guardian Live event @ £20 plus £1.30 booking fee. New book: ‘Out of the Wreckage’.



gu.com/live-democracy

Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum - talks
Tuesday morning, 10th October in Central London: "Priorities for the National Adaptation Programme 
and addressing climate change”.
Thursday morning, 19th October in Central London: "Next steps for UK infrastructure: delivery, investor 
confidence and new sources of finance”.:
Note about booking for these events: “The Forum tries never to exclude individuals or organisations on 
the basis of ability to pay, …” [see criteria outlined on web site]
http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/conferences/westminster_energy_environment_and_transp
ort_forum

Bulb - renewable energy supplier
Using a single "variable tariff that reflects the true cost of energy. When wholesale costs move, so does 
our tariff. … And as of this month, Bulb has over 100,000 members. … Every year, the average Bulb 
member saves 1.9 tonnes of CO2 from entering the atmosphere. That’s equivalent to taking 1.3 cars off 
the road!”
Let Transition Town Letchworth know if you wish to switch, then you and TTL will receive £50 each: 
ttletchworth@gmail.com
https://bulb.co.uk/blog/100000-members

Snact's Delicious Protest - un-wasting bananas
Banana bars and fundraising.
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/deliciousprotest?
utm_source=Projects+Funding+Now&utm_campaign=5d0c41f8cf-
HYPERP_BACKER_2017_08_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b7853e26e-5d0c41f8cf-
201596941

Discovering Britain - walks
A web site and a free app allowing for offline viewing on mobile devices:
“ViewRanger is a free GPS navigation app, which allows users to follow our routes from their mobile 
phone or tablet. … Discovering Britain has been created by the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) to 
delve deeper into Britain's landscapes.”
https://www.discoveringbritain.org/, http://www.viewranger.com/en-gb/get-the-app

England's travel habits 2016: any surprises?
According to the latest National Travel Survey (NTS, England), there’s little overall change to report for 
cycling in 2016, although it does look as if the number of miles people cycle on average per year each is 
creeping up: 53 miles last year and the year before, a whole 37% more than in 2002. . . .
http://www.cyclinguk.org/news/20170731-surprises-englands-travel-habits-2016

The Campaign for Better Transport 
"Calling on the Government to support the uptake of e-bikes and e-cargo bikes by extending the grant 
system that already supports the purchase of electric and hybrid cars, motorbikes, mopeds and vans. 
You can help by writing to your MP."
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/e-bikes

Highways England's strategy to improve air quality
A report setting out how Highways England (HE) aims to contribute to the Government’s work on 
improving air quality in the UK in the shortest time possible. Covers a range of measures, mostly relying 
on new technology (e.g. Ultra Low Emission Vehicles), innovative solutions (e.g. ‘air quality barriers’) and 
scheme design. HE also commits to further research, monitoring and partnership working with local 
authorities. … HE notes its £100 million cycling fund and the intention to use it to “make our network 
less of a barrier to cycling”.
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/634933/N160081_Air_Qu
ality_Strategy_Final_V18.pdf

Publicity: 5 ways to create impact
"How can a small team create a big impact? In three years Hubbub has been exploring different 
approaches to achieve this. 



We want to share what we have discovered and get thoughts on how we can improve:

1) Information alone is not enough ...
2) Community groups are powerful advocates ...
3) Authentic partnerships with businesses are hugely powerful ...
4) Press and social media take great ideas to scale cost-effectively ...
5) Collaborate ...

by Trewin Restorick, Hubbub Foundation”

Full article: https://www.hubbub.org.uk/blog/five-ways-to-create-impact?
utm_source=HUBBUB_Business+Address+Book&utm_campaign=17d98c8b31-
Five+ways+to+create+impact&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_669e46000a-17d98c8b31-337079065

__________


